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Russian-German project activities in Romincka Forest —
towards an UNESCO biosphere region in Kaliningrad region

(Russian Federation)

Two current projects:

Christian Welscher,
Michael Succow Foundation (Germany)

|.Preparations for the establishment of an UNESCO biosphere region in Vyshtinets
highlands (Kaliningrad region, Russian Federation) (2018-2021)

II.Support of local inhabitants as stakeholders of the potential biosphere reserve in
Vyshtinets highlands (Romincka Forest), Russian Federation (2019-2020)
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What is the richness of Vyshtinets highlands about?

Bees and other insects | | | | 1,74

Beautiful routes and landscapes _ 1,7
Medical plants
Mushrooms
Ecological organic products
Interesting buildings and objects
Berries
Legends and history

Rare species of animals and plants

(Source: Anna Karpenko, 63 interviews in July-August 2019)
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“For all of us, the forest is our home.”
“Whoever sees our region can't forget.”




Conservation objects of planned Vishtynets biosphere reserve — including the ecosystem
complexes of the entire territory as well as ecosystem services which feed into human wellbeing

Conservation scope

Ecosystem Services

)

Ecosystem

Provisioning Good quality

|
complex of life

Berries, timber,
mushrooms, herbs, honey,

Romincka Forest
(close-to-nature,

. fuelwood, water, air
coniferous forests)

(

Wetlands

(swamps, bogs,...)

Water bodies
(lakes, ponds, rivers,...)

Open land
(agriculture, pastures,
others)

Small systems
(gardens, parks,
alleys, hedges,...)

Cultural

Ecotourism, recreation,
educational & aesthetic
values

Regulative

Soil stabilisation, climate

regulation, wind protection

)
)
)

Klll

Illustration: Based on the Open Standards for the Practice of Conservation (Conservation Measures Partnership, 2015), adapted from Kloiber (2019) and Lund-report (2019)
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Risk and vulnerability drivers that reduce ecosystem viability

" |ntensive agricultural practises

= Expansion of farming land use, landscape changing activities
(drainage, crop use versus pastures and wetlands, gravel mining)

*= High dependency of locals on natural resources (fire wood)
= Lack of income, alternative jobs

" |nedequate wildlife regulation and management

" Low civil participation in decisions

= Climate change and its impacts




Establishment of an UNESCO biosphere region as a tool to
combine conservation and socio-economic development
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Did you hear about the concept of a biosphere reserve?

1,9%

11,1%

= | know and can
explain.

™ | heard something, but
cannot explain.
Never heard about it.

No answer.

44,4%

Source: Anna Karpenko, 63 interviews in July-August 2019
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Communication strategies and activities

e N

itizen information and participation trengthening communication
between nature park and citizens

»|Information meetings in different
villages in the region »Establishment of an Advisory Council
PR material on planned biosphere
reserve (podcasts, video, flyer)

o |

\_ /
ﬁhematic working groups \

=Study tour to biosphere reserves in »Topics: Tourism, agriculture, forestry,
Germany conservation
=Management cooperation agreements

/Cooperation with land resource useb
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Romincka Forest/Vyshtinets highlands — the 46th
UNESCO biosphere region of the Russian Federation?

KaBkaackui (1978)

Okckun (1978)
Mpuokcko-TeppacHbiA (1978)
CuxoTa-AnMHckun (1978)
LleHTpansHo-YepHoseMHbin (1978)
AcTtpaxaHckuin (1984)
BopoHexckun (1984)
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KpoHoukun (1984)

9 Nannangckumn (1984)

10 MNeyvopo-Unbiuckuin (1984)
11 CasiHo-LUyweHckun (1984)
12 CoxoHOWHCKMKA (1984)

13 LlenTpansHo-flecHon (1985)
14 Bankanbckuin (1986)

15 Bapry3vHckun (1986)
16 UeHnTpanbHo-CuGHpcKun (986}
17 YepHsie s3emnu (1993)

18 Tanmbipckun (1993)

19 faypckunn (1997)
20 TeGepgnHckun (1997)

21 Y6cyHypckas KoTnoBuHa (1997)

22 KatyHckun (2000) - BKnNoYeH B
TBP "Bonbwon Antan (2017)
23 Bucumckun (2001)

24 Bognosepckuin (2001)
25 Hepycco-[lecHsiHCKoe nonecke (2001)
26 [OapsuHckun (2002)
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27 KomaHpgopckun (2002)
28 Huxeropopgckoe 3aBomkbe (2002)
29 CmoneHckoe Moozepbe (2002) 38 PocToBCKuMiA (2008)
30 Yrpa (2002) 39 AnTanckun (2009)
31 [JanbHeBOCTOYHbIA Mopckon (2003) 40 Bonro-AxTtybHuckana nowma (2011)
32 Banpanuckun (2004) 41 Bawkupckui Ypan (2012)
33 KeapoBsas naab (2004) 42 Knanapckun 3anume (2017)
34 KeHozepckui (2004) 43 Mercona (2017)

44 Xaxkacckwn (2017)

35 Bonbwon Bomkcko-Kamckun (2005)
45 NopHeit Ypan (2018)

36 Xaukanckun (2005)
37 CpenHe-Bomkckui KoMnnekcHeln (2006)
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